


This has gone on for too long. 
Reedstar's message was barely subtle, 
and still they're letting her stay in 
SnowClan like some lucky loner 

who just wandered in. 





I mean - Applestar, you 
know that she was a Dark 
Forest cat. We shouldn't be 

surprised by this! 


Magpie calling the 
raven black, Harestrike. You of all cats 
should know that not 
everyone sitting in our 
domain has always 
worn starlight. 


O-of course, I'm sorry... 


..but do you think she's 
done nothing wrong? 


Oh, absolutely 
not. I would tear 
out her throat and 
wet my claws with 
her blood if 
I could. 





Of course, there are appearances to keep up. 
Interfering too much in the living world is a 
bad look, and I have to be careful. 


I've risked possession twice already; 
StarClan cats are only capable of 
holding their tongues so long. 


But maybe 
someone else 
can. And he's 

already on the 
right track. 


Come on. We're going to 
dreamwalk. Harestrike, 
take your old form 
when I tell you to. 


Aw, I hate 
how it feels. 
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You know there is a 
new cat among the 
Clans, Reedstar. 
Applestar, 
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She lies in wait 
on the moor, and 
seems harmless 
now. But beware - 
she will bring an 
end to SunClan if 
you do not melt ; 
her icy grasp. Beware this 


dog in the heart 
of snow, Reedstar. 


Or be 
destroyed 
forever. 
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overdid it with 

the "prophecy". 





Reedstar seemed to 
believe it. Anyways, 
it did its job. 


With any luck, he'll be 
on the warpath in a matter 
of days, or less. Either she'll be 
killed in the battle or be exiled 
for causing it. 


And when I finally have Houndheart back in my domain, 
I'll be able to deal with her properly once and for all. 





Are you sure you 
wouldn't mind if I 
tag along? I might 

be a distraction. 


Oh, please, you 
flatter yourself. 
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Funny how easily I've grown 
used to that name... it hardly 
feels like they're calling to 
another cat now. 


Well enough. 
Af least Berrybrondn 
didn't make me ° 
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Iama 
murderer 
anda 
traitor. 





I don't pretend to 

hide it, so I hope 

you'll take what 
I say as the 
honest truth. 








I was born just 
a moon before our 
leader was killed. 





And the elders 
hated her. 


Just because Hayfrost was bo: 
from Seedstar, just because 
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they hated her. 





And eventually I did it when we were alone in the 
I killed them. rain, and no one saw... 


> 


| Blackfern and Kestrelpad were dead. 


and my only friend 
was a Clan away, 


I lied about it and tried 
to fix things, but - but 


nothing was the same. and one day I 


just broke. 


I... I tore Stoatscratch to pieces, 
Baa Cay I didn't make it far. 





and I suffered, 


I suffered, 


and now I just want 
to stop suffering. 





A-and I'm so, so sorry. I've paid 
for my actions, for not 
understanding them, 


and I regret it all so much. 
Please forgive me. 


Welcome __Do not 
to StarClan, disappoint me. 


Flamesnout. 





Thank you - 


Thank you - 





Flamesnout! I'm so 
glad you're okay! Oh, 
StarClan, I missed 
you so much. 


Oh, yeah! They came to 

see you! Told me about 

when they met you in - 
w-well, ah, you know where. 


~~ 
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Me too, buddy. 


Their trial took forever, I 
heard. Blackberrywhisker sat in 
on it and she told me Applestar was 
really insistent that they were 
“completely remorseful". 





Hey, Flamesnout! Good to see 
you on the starry plains. 


H-hold on, Flamesnout, 
I'm gonna go get 
Sparkbelly and Quailfur. 
Your parents are going 
to be so glad you're 
finally here! 





It almost feels like I'm Hada change 
dreaming. Just being of heart? 
here is a miracle. 


Last time I 
saw you, you were 
raving about how 
you'd tear apart 
the Sanctuary and 
claw the "vile 
cowards" there 
to shreds. 
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Oh, I could never 
do that. And besides, I spent 
that was eons ago. lifetimes 
walking in 
there; I thought 
I lost my mind 
again under 
those trees. 
I-lowe 
Applestar 
everything. 








Are you alright? You were 


erethy quiet uring, hunting: 





Oh, StarClan, 
and I just got 
back from 
negotiating 
all night with 
Newtstar. 


It was 


SunClan... é Reedstar left 
we were a-a message. 


on a patrol 

when their 
warriors 
attacked. 





Here - Badgercoat, come 
into Deerstar's den and 
we'll talk about it. 
Blackthorn, you go take 
Batwing to Fawnstalk 
and Cherrypaw. 


They'll see to 
her injuries. 
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The sunhigh patrol just came 
back with wounds from SunClan Aw, I hate 
warriors. Apparently, Reedstar that guy! 
has something to tell you. 


Um... h-he said that... 
he was tired of waiting. 
And he wants you to get 
rid of Houndheart. 


Now. Or he'll have 
to "do something 
about it." 





..thank you, 
Badgercoat, 
you're dismissed. 


We have to do it, Deerstar. We 
can't let things escalate even further; 
there's no way to win an attack in 
leafbare without heavy losses. 


There are kits 
in the nursery - my 
kits in the nursery. 
It's better to cut ties 
now and just exile 
Houndheart. 





I'm not just 
going to banish a 
Clanmate. She's 

been here for 

moons, surely 

she's part of 

SnowClan 
by now. 


‘m not saying she 
isn't. But she was a rogue 
before, it's not like she needs a 
Clan to survive. You don't even 
have to lie about why you're 
doing it - but this could prevent 
bloodshed, Deerstar. 


SunClan is a huge Clan with lots of healthy 
warriors, we can't hold out for long against them. 





Deerstar, please. You can't seriously 
be considering keeping her. 


It'll make me look weak 
if I cave to Reedstar. 
No one would respect 
me after that. 





Fine. We'll fight for your pride. 
But Houndheart's going to get KILLED, 
along with your real Clanmates. I know 


we're going to regret this. 








Hey, Maplestorm, I need 
a minute. I'll catch up with BN 
fs 


you guys back at camp? 


Shellspring! Shellspring! 
Are you out here? 


Shelly? 











..Have I ever 

told you about 
my brother, i 
Heronpaw? £ 


When we were 


A both apprentices, 


a StarClan cat, 
Slateshine, came 
to him in a dream. 


It's been a long time 
since I've seen him, 


She said he had to leave \ 
SnowClan and go on a quest \ 

to find a mysterious rogue, 
far away from the territories. 


but every once ina 
while I still watch the 
plains to see if he'll appear. 








And when your StarClan friend, from when 

you were a loner, visited me... it's silly, but 

I almost thought he was going to tell me to 
leave the same way Heronpaw did. 


Hi there! 
My moe! S 


Shells pring 


Shellspring's... a peculiar cat. 
He didn't always think things 
through before he did them. 


Everuthina’s 
I know 
what Tim 

doing. 


Neither did Heronpaw! 
I was always tagging along 
with him when he decided 
to sneak into RainClan's 
pond to catch fish, or 
climb all the way up 
a Rockheap, or... 


..go haring off on the 
word of a StarClan cat. 





I'm not saying I thought 
Slateshine was wrong, or 
anything. I just wish she'd 
let him have more help. But 
Heronpaw told me I had to 
stay behind, watch for him. 
It was his quest alone. 


Well, I'm glad 
you stayed in 
SnowClan. 


Goodnight, ‘Night, 
Lichenstream. Houndheart. 





It's been awhile since I've fought 
like that. I probably could've taken 
a couple more if only he hadn't woken 
up and I lost my concentration... 


..oh well, better than none. 
That cat is an affront to the 
star on his nose. 


Useless, whiny, childish... 
the more he drags out 
this fight, the more I 
want him gone. 


Maybe with this blow, 
that big gray tabby can 
take him out once and for all. 


And everything will be fine. 





I know you told me you 
don't want any help, but... 
I can't believe that. 
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I can see now that SnowClan is bad for you - 
I tried to help you fit in before, butit's | 
obvious that was the wrong thing to do. / \ 


I'll get you back to 
StarClan somehow - 


Deerstar? 
Why were you 
shouting, it's the 
middle of the - 


We're friends, and 
that means I have 
to do something. 


- and if I have to do 
it the hard way, so be it. 


Everything will 
be fine once 
we return. 


I can make it bette 





So don't worry, everyone. 


I'm going to fix this. 





END OF CHAPTER FIVE: 
SEEDS. 





